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At this point I would like to comment briefly on several aspects of
the resolution that you mentioned earlier, H. Res. 501.' We belie‘::;.}f
would be helpful for the Congress to put on record its concern ah 5
the reports that poison gas is being used. Oult

With regard to subparagraph (e) of the resolution —and this m
relate to H. Res. 451, I am not sure about H. Res. 501, we Shmﬁﬁ;
check this in any event—there is the suggestion that we raise th |
issue in the Committee on Disarmament in Geneva. We would hav:-.;
no difficulty with pointing to the reports of the use of gas in Sou'i:h'- ]
east Asia as providing more evidence of the need to prohibit Chemie:aiﬁ
weapons. i

However, we do not believe it would be productive to bring a formal
complaint in this negotiating body. Raising the issue in that way
might tend to divert the committee from its objective of negotiaf
of a convention to prohibit chemical weapons. :

We can agree with subparagraphs (d) and (e), and we would
come congressional support for intensification of the bila
chemical weapons negotiations, and would be happy to report to yor
in 6 months the steps that have been taken. i

In concluding, I want to emphasize the concern of the Arms |
trol and Disarmament Agency about these reports that you ha j

been listening to here. We strongly support the efforts underw
obtain more definitive information, and to communicate U.
cerns to other governments. At the same time we are working:
negotiate a convention which would ban chemical weapons o
ly. In our view, such a prohibition is the most effective way t
that chemical warfare does not recur.

Central Intelligence Agency Paper: Chemical Warl
in Laos, December 12, 1979

Key judgments

Strong circumstantial evidence suggests that chemi
(CW) agents have been used in Laos by Laotian an_d
forces® against dissident Meo tribesmen. The agents €
delivered by aircraft bombs or rockets. {oq Ll

The characteristics of the agents and the Phyﬁlca“i{d ;
gest that at least two types of CW agents have beel: "
tant such as chlorine or phosgene and a blister agent st

*H. Res. 501, a revision of H. Res. 451, became H. Res: 512, whit
the House on Dec. 20 and is printed below. ;

| Use of Chemical Agents in Southeast Asia Since th
the Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs of f' e
House of Representati inety-sizth Congress, £

* A footnote in the original stated that nelt-herll‘

Geneva Protocol of 1925 prohibiting the use of cds{‘; )
Subsequently, on Sept. 23, 1980, Vietnam adherf e in D G
vations and a declaration. The protocol may be 10 '
1969, pp. 164—T765.
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Another doctor has described injuries he treated as superficial burng
and said that many patients showed allergic symptoms such ag
coughing and mucous membrane ailments. A third doctor believeg
that the burns/lesions could be attributed to causes other than g
chemical agent. '
Medical diagnosis is made more difficult by the fact that most of
the refugees seen in Thailand were those least affected by the at-
tacks. Those that were heavily exposed would have had severe
respiratory problems and blistering. Since the trip to Thailand takes
about two weeks over rough terrain, it is likely that those severely af-
fected could not complete the trip. Those that were not severely af-
fected, especially with agents such as chlorine or phosgene, probably
would have recovered to the point where there were no observable
symptoms and would require a comprehensive medical examination
to determine lung damage. The passage of two weeks, however
would not lessen the effects of a blister agent. By that time, f,-h;
blisters would have formed and become weeping sores. (These sores
would be difficult to distinguish from burns, but the refugees haﬁ
not stated that they were victims of napalm attacks.) -
Based on the reports of physical symptoms and characteristics of
the agents, at least two types of CW agents probably
a nonpersistent agent such as chlorine or phosgene and a bli
agent, presumably a mustard type. Chlorine or phosgene would pro-
duce most of the symptoms described and could result in death”
necrosis of the mucous membrane in the respiratory
chlorine and phosgene are nonpersistent gases, however,
known effects are not the same as some of those reported. Th
agents would not produce skin burns. Skin burns or blisters ar
acteristic of blister agents, which, however, are primarily cé
agents. /
Chlorine and phosgene are basic industrial chemicals and €0
easily obtained from domestic industry. They also could be supp
by any country that has a chemical production capability. g
agent such as mustard, on the other hand, has no industri
would be prepared specifically for CW use.

Communique of a Special Meeting of Forelgn
Defense Ministers of NATO: Theater Nuclear F
[Extract], December 12, 1979 .

6. Ministers noted that these recent develo'pments-
crete actions on the part of the Alliance if NATO's 3?;:
response is to remain credible. After intensive conmt.
ing the merits of alternative approaches, and after t&

tate
| Dept. of State, Current Policy No. 122; Depﬁﬂme"‘ of Stat
p. 16. The meeting took place in Brussels, Dee. 12.
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