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As far as armed foreces in Central Europe are concerned th
sides reaffirm the goal of the Vienna talks—to achieve, on ’thee't'
of the prineiple of undiminished security for the participantg, , .
stable situation with lower military levels than exist today, ,:{\h;h
sides again pledge that, accordingly, they will be ready to partjgj,
through their armed forces, in reductions affecting the imyp,
participants in the talks, on conditions to be determined in Vigpy

In the opinion of the two sides, existing distrust and the g,
of military clashes could be overcome and the security of all strey
ened through such talks and their results, as well as through >4
further development of measures to strengthen trust in Eul'opa.'

Joint Statement by the United States and the Soviet Union g
the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament:
tiations on a Chemical Weapons Ban, May 9, 1978 *

In its resolution 32/77 of 12 December 1977 on the prohibition g
chemical weapons, the United Nations General Assembly stressod g
need for early submission of the joint initiative of the United Sta
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the Conferey
of the Committee on Disarmament in order to assist it in achieyi
early agreement on the prohibition of the development, production g
stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on their destruction.?
United States and the Soviet Union recognize that this resolution
flects the desire of the international community to achieve suc
agreement, and that this task is a high priority item of the Conferent
of the Committee on Disarmament. s

Along with the work that has been done on this problem in the
mittee on Disarmament, the United States and the Soviet Union
since August 1976, conducted bilateral negotiations with a view to!
veloping a joint initiative on the prohibition of chemical weaponsé
submitting it to the Committee on Disarmament. On 10 January &
the seventh round of bilateral negotiations began in Geneva, an
continuing. The negotiations have been conducted intensively, the
gations of the two countries having held numerdus plenary and d
ing group meetings. r

The United States and the Soviet Union believe that the futillé
convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons should mee
objective of complete, effective, and verifiable prohibition of
development, production and stockpiling of chemical weaponss
also provide for the destruction of chemical weapons. Discussio
measures relating to means of production of chemical nmunitions
chemicals covered by the convention are continuing.

1 CCD/PV. 788, pp. 6-T. 5
? The resolution is printed in Documents on Disarmament, 1977, pD. ©
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. .
sinted in Documents on Disarmament, 1977, PP- S




