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Japanese Working Paper Submitted to the Conference of the

Committee on Disarmament: Question of Chemical Warfare
' Agents To Be Prohibited by the Convention on the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons, April 8, 1976

The draft convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons
(CCD/420), submitted by the Japanese delegation on 30 April 1974,
syrovides for a comprehensive ban in article I (a) using purpose criteria
on “chemical warfare agents of types and in quantities that have no

i jnﬁt_iﬁcnti{m for protective or other peaceful purposes”, while limiting
' fhe ban initially, by virtue of article IV and Annex I, to those CWAs
(clmmicul. warfare agents) for which verification measures are as-
sured. Those CWAs which are initially left out of the ban would be
reduced by stages until a comprehensive ban will be eventually
realized.?

Furthermore, Japan suggested in Annex I of the draft convention
a “table A” on CWAS to be excluded tentatively from the prohibition
and a “table B” on CW As to be prohibited from the outset. Since then,
a variety of comments have been made on Annex I by the delegations
of Canada, Iran and Sweden. Taking these comments into considera-
\tion, an attempt has been made in this paper to visualize the whole
pange of CWAs by classifying them into CWAs which should be pro-
Hhibited, CWAs to be prohibited from the beginning and CWAs tenta-
fively excluded from prohibition at the outset, with a view to facilitat-
Hing the conclusion of the convention on the prohibition of chemical
weapons. It is to be clearly understood that the mention “CWAs of
(ypes and in quantities” in article T (a) of the draft convention should
oy read “CWAs of types and/or in quantities”.

L Separation of CWAs to be prohibited from among chemical
‘substances.

When viewed from the need of separating CWAs from among chem-
substances, chemical substances can be divided into four groups,
.?_13’: (1) single purpose chemical warfare agents (SPWA): (2)
Purpose chemical agents for either military or peaceful uses
'WA)_: (3) chemical substances only for peaceful use (CCFP)
(#) chemical substances that may be discovered or made known
uture (CCUK) (these are included in each of (1), (2) and

Viewed from the angle of grouping together those to be pro-
4 chemical substances are classified into (a) CWASs to be pro-
B ;md (b) other chemical substances.

.J,i 8 to be prohibited” refers to the chemical substances belong-
L0105 (1) and (2) and those in group (4) which may be used as

48,

Apr. 8, 1976. The working paper was introduced on Apr. 13, see post,

t .
nvention can be found in Documents on Disarmament, 1974, pp.
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CW As. “Other chemical substances” refers to those belonging to groy,
(3) and those in group (4) which could not be used as CWAg

With this whole range of chemical substances as a lnwkgrmmd: 9
attempt has been made to show the locations of “CWAs to he [-)1;:1
hibited from the beginning of the entry into force of the Conventio'
as indicated in Alternative B in CCD/420” and “CWAs to be exttludz-g
tentatively at the beginning as indicated Alternative A in CCD /490»
in Table 1 attached to this working paper. This was done in the ]‘aopé
that the locations of the CWAs in the whole family of chemical gy},
stances will be clearly sketehed out and identi fied.

9. Classification of the OW As to be prokibited.

Under present circumstances, the CWAs to be prohibited may ha
classified depending on their uses as follows: '

(i) CWAs which have established themselves as part of the

weapon systems of States, and are retained and stockpiled iy
their arsenals, and on which manuals have been published.

(ii) CWAs which were used during past wars such as World Wap
1, excepting those falling in (i) above.

(iii) Chemical substances which by nature of characteristics such ag
toxicity could be used as CWAs.

(iv) Chemical substances which may be developed or made known
in the future taken out of those falling in (iil) above.

The first important step to be taken in this regard would be to
formulate “A table of CWAs to be prohibited” by listing them re-
spectively under these four groups and arrange them systematically,
In that case, since all the CWAs belonging to groups (i) and (ii) can
be listed in n conerete and exhaustive manner, objective criteria such
as toxicity, chemical structural formulae and physical and chemical
characteristics are required in sorting out only those falling in groups
of (iii) and (iv).

8. Formulation of a table of the CW As to be prohibited.

On the basis of the above considerations, it is suggested listing the
CWAs to be prohibited falling in these four groups and formulate “a
table of the CWAs to be prohibited” as indicated in Table 2 of this
working paper.

The {able consists of two supplements (S.T.), one for single purpose
(‘W As which are banned altogether (S.T.-1) and the other for dual
purpose CWAs which are banned except those in quantities for peaces
ful uses (S.T.-2). CWAs to be prohibited from the outset are digtin=
onished from other chemicals to be excluded tentatively from the ban
under item “f” as provided for in the two supplementary tables.

Thus the two alternative tables, namely “table B, the CWAs excludes
from the prohibition tentatively” and “table A, the CWAs to be pros
hibited from the outset” in Annex I of the Japanese draft conventiols
may be converted into each of the two supplementary tables of Table:
9 of thig working paper.
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