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alike constitute, through the persistence of the radioactivity they re-
lease, an attack on the integrity of the human species and ultimately
may even render the whole earth uninhabitable;

That the existence of nuclear weapons in the territory of a State, far
from contributing to its security, converts it inevitably into a target, a
magnet which is bound to attract “first strikes” with those terrible
instruments of mass destruetion:

That nuclear-weapon-free zones do not constitute an end in them-
selves, but a means of achieving, in a subsequent stage, general and
complete disarmament under effective international control, which, in
the terrifying situation created by the existing gigantie nuclear arse-
nals, is now a vital demand of all the peoples of the world.

Executive Order 11850: Renunciation of Certain Uses in War of
Chemical Herbicides and Riot Control Agents, April 8, 1975 '

The United States renounces, as a matter of national policy, first use
of herbicides in war except use, under regulations applicable to their
domestic use, for control of vegetation within U.S. bases and installa-
tions or around their immediate defensive perimeters, and first use of

riot control agents in war except in defensive military modes to save
lives such as:

(a) Use of riot control agents in riot control situations in areas under
direct and distinct U.S. military control, to include controlling rioting
prisoners of war,

(b) Use of riot control agents in situations in which civilians are used

to mask or screen attacks and civilian casualties can be reduced or

avoided.

(¢) Use of riot control agents in rescue missions, in remotely isolated
areas, of downed aircrews and passengers, and escaping prisoners.

(d) Use of riot control agents in rear echelon areas outside the zone
j?_f immediate combat to protect convoys from civil disturbances, terror-
18ts and paramilitary organizations.

I 'have determined that the provisions and procedures preseribed by
Fh'_l_s-Order_are necessary to ensure proper implementation and observ-
dnce of such national policy.

.I_:NO.W. THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent of the United States of America by the Constitution and laws of

A€ United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of
= United States, it is hereby ordered as follows:

.u: _?TION 1. The Secretary of Defense shall take all necessary meas-
§ 0 ensure that the use by the Armed Forces of the United States
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