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British Draft Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production, and Stockpiling of Chemical Weapons and on
Their Destruction, August 6, 1976 !

The States Parties to this Clonvention

Agreeing that the existence of chemical weapons rep resents a threat
to mankind, and that chemical discoveries should be used only for the
benefit of humanity,

(toncerned that advances in science and technology may lead to the
development of new generations of chemical weapons,

Oonwinced that the prohibition of the development, production and
stockpiling of chemical weapons and their elimination, through effec-
tive measures, is a necessary step towards the achievement of general
and complete disarmament, under striet and effective international
control,

Recognizing the important significance of the Geneva Protocol of
17 June 1925 for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of War-
fave, and conscious of the contribution which the said Protocol has
already made, and continues to male, to mitigating the horrors of
war,

Reaffirming their adherence to the principles and objectives of that
Protocol and calling upon all States to comply strietly with themg

Recalling that each State Party to the Conyention on the Prohibition:
of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction, in Axticle
IX of that Convention, affirmed the recognized objectives of effective
prohibition of chemical weapons and, to this end, undertook to cons
finue negotiations in good faith with a view to reaching early agrees
ment, on effective measures for the prohibition of their developments
production and stockpiling and for their destruction, and on appros
priate measures concerning equipment and means of delivery gpecifi’
cally designed for the production or use of chemical weapon agonts

Desiring to contribute to the strengthening of confidence bet¥ e}
peoples and the general improvement of the international atmospheres

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

Fach State Party to this Convention undertakes never, in any &
cumstances, to develop, produce, OF otherwise acquire, oT use:

o. lothal chemical agents and other toxic chemicals agents (0%
nature and intended primarily to cause long-term physiologlet s
1 oD/512, Aug. 6, 1976. The draft convention was introduced fn theS
on Aug. 12 see post, PP 541-546. 19604
3he Geneva Protocol is printed in Documents 0N D-iam‘mﬂmf‘”f- J
T64-765.
* rvid., 1972, pp. 133-138.
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to human beings), of t; i
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tOI}:') protec.ttl.ve or other peaceful pur%oastgst Ttles that have no justification
. munitions, equipment or syst osi i

for hostile purposes or in armed}(r:irffl'l?(s;tdeSIgned BT e

ARTICLE 1I

1. Notwithstanding the isi

. provisions of Arti .
or acceding State Lll}dertakes on signature zl‘lfllcecgsisviol, Sach signatory
tion, whether or not it has entered into force: n to the Conven-

a. to declare whether or not it is i
. : 1s In possessi i
tions, equipment and systems speciﬁedpin iiiili(():?e(if' R
b. to sgpp]y _1nf0r{na:t10n about the type and quar,ltit f
gpecified in Article I in its possession ; y of the agents
¢. to supply information regardin |
. at; ey all i iliti i
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sgeclﬁo.d. 1'11 AI'FIC](! I which it produces for pmtegtiiﬁt;?yoglfet?e el
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t wlare&)“l.m' to render an annual return of similar ingf:orl-rn.aﬁgg?nts Fx
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ARTICLE TV

The undertakings accepted by Signatories upon signature shall
cease to apply if this Convention does not enter into force within
- years of the date when the Convention was opened for

signature.

ARTICLE V

Each State Party to this Convention shall, in accordance with its
constitutional processes, take any necessary measures to prohibit and
prevent the development, production, stockpiling, acquisition or re-
tention of the agents and munitions equipment and systems, specified
in Article T of the Convention within the territory of such state
under its jurisdiction or under its control anywhere.

ARTICLE VI

Tach State Party to this Convention undertalkes not to transfer
to any recipient whatsoever directly or indirectly and not in any
way to assist, encourage or indnce any State, group of States or in-
ternational organisation to manufacture or otherwise acquire any of
the agents, munitions equipment or systems specified in Article I of
the Convention.

ARTICLE VII

Each State Party to this Convention possessing agents specified in
Article T undertakes to destroy or convert them to peaceful usess
under international observation as provided for in Article IX d
according to a phased programme agreed by the Consultative Coms
mittee. Each State Party to this Convention possessing stockpiles of
munitions equipment or systems specified in Article I undertakes
convert them to conventional use or to destroy them.

ARTICLE VIII

States Parties to the Convention undertake to establish a Consul ;
tive Committee from among themselves to oversee the working 04
this Convention. The functions of the Committee shall include 8
following:

a. to analyse and evaluate periodic reports and statistical an(‘i O
information submitted by each State Party in accordance with
provisions of Article IT, 1,b.,c. and d.; N

b. to call for such supplementary information under Artiolos
1, d. as they consider necessary; 4

c. to request information and conduct enquiries if asked t0 @8
by a State Party;
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. . 2struction of s ‘){‘k ]] S
\[)L’{Ll ONs In accol d ance “’lth A] ti(xi{‘ \‘ II. ]Xb '(l‘nd .4(‘ N 'J
e. f.() se rnd IlOIihCﬂti(}n [!,nd ('[)l] I S O a b.:“ !{‘
re I'ts t i W
ver ”l('ﬂ thn ]-”.DCC ,1 t’ l] sLates Pa/rtles fO]IO lng

f. to consult and co-oper i i
. 0-operate with th isati
thority referred to in Article IT, 1, e. SR IE sat o ol g

ARTICLE IX
Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to accept:

1. .inspec!',ion within six months of the entry into fore
vention by persons appointed by the COI:::IE:SX?,;E? (E(iz;?lﬁff'}m Con-
factory formerly producing the agents specified in IAI'!;' ll L; oy
sure t-hlat it had c‘fﬂs?d such produ c_tion; such pt‘-l“sonnél tlgi(; ’150 en-
access into the buildings and to take samples from the env'c allowed

b. the employment and periodic inspection of -t:};ml)er illllnl?nle’llt;
geals on tv_hf\, doors, control panels and other designated loc ft.Catlng
_fprmer military chemical agent factories which ]1&:0 n;)t be : I?IIS &
ished or (‘011}’0—1‘[‘.(’.(1 to peaceful uses and former ('11(:,11110‘11 o (.3]?101'
fa'l,ctorles which have not been demolished or cm[wa' i ————
tional uses; rted to conven-

¢ [up to ten] [a number of] on-site inspecti
e o [t mor of) o tapetons ey by e
torles to be selected from those listed under Article IT Thm;cat fac-
Hha-l.l. be ex;.xmlned to ensure that they are not producin' o gractories
ﬁ_e_(_l_m Article I. The inspectors shall be given suct g agents speci-
fories as is necessarv to £ he g such access to the fac-
BBieh camples o thergons lﬁ:;tio‘f:lcz rsgiz‘?Ski and be allowed to take

d. i ; ee has agreed are necessary;

i C? in 'Artlcle I inspection by persons appointed by
ttion process (:Lgmglhl;;tga who shall be given such access to the
BRGS0 v oritioniicn, T Committee agree is necessary
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on-site inspection to be carried out by the Consultative Committee mil
or by persons appointed by it. Bach State Party agrees to accept St
such on-site inspection which the Consultative Committee may con- to
sider necessary. , the
9. Nothing in this Article shall detract from the right of any State beil
ang

Party to lodge a complaint with the Security Council of the United

Nations.
ARTICLE XI

onvention shall be interpreted as in any way limit-
ing or detracting from the obligations assumed by any State under the
Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,
Jases and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare,

Poisonous or Other (
signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925 or under the Convention on the

Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bac- 3
teriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons opened for signature on

10 April 1972.

Nothing in this C

ARTICLE XII

{. Bach State Party to this Clonvention undertakes to facilitate and
has the right to participate i1 the fullest possible exchange of equip-
ment, materials and scientific and technological information for the
use of chemical agents for peaceful purposes. Parties to the Convens
tion in a position to do so shall also co-operate in cont ributing individs
nally or together with other States or international 01-ganisa,tions i
the further development and application of scientific discoveries in the
field of chemistry for peaceful purposes and for therapy and prophys
Jaxis against chemical agents. '

9. This Convention shall be implemented in a manner designed to°
avoid hampering the economic or technological development of Sta

Parties to the Convention or international co-operation in the field'o8

peaceful chemical activities.

ARTICLE XIII

Any State Party may propose amendments to this Convell ¢
Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party acceptin
amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States Pors
to the Convention and thereafter for each remaining State on the 48
of acceptance by it of the amendments.

ARTICLE XIV

Five years after the entry into foree of this Conventions
if it is requested by a majority of Parties to the (Clonvent10on B
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mitting a proposal to thi
! [ is effect to the [D i
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s Switzerland,
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ARTICLE XV

;- TE}zlxlcShCé)?frth%OilTShaH be of unlimited duration.
] so\-'erc.i(rr i ? ?, to t}%_ls Copveptton shall in exercising its na-
tional gnty have the right to withdraw from the Convent; 1
it decides t-h’af; extmml‘(linm-y events, related to the sui" mWo.nL;on v
the Cm:\-'e‘ntmn, l.m.ve Jeopardised the supreme inter‘e%t : cfct maiter of
It shall give notice of such withdrawal to :1]i oflller .‘S'?nc:: itls)ccfu_ntry_
the Conyentmn and to the United Nations Secm-itjhv. (‘?)Sl a'-llml!S N
months in advan'ce_ Such notice shall include a statvmbntjof]?lm iy
ordinary events it regards as having jeopardised its‘su;)reme 1;:1;}[;3!;2

ARTICLE XVI

1. This Convention shall be o
3 sha pen to all States for signat
gltais W}clll(,h d0e§ not sign the Convention before its entng}lr iﬁfs'fﬁny
in cordance with paragraph 3 of this Article m it ot
e ay accede to it at
3 ti};h;?] t;(tf::?:]l]\l'l{:]l;l‘:’}ll rslla:!rbn subject to ratification by the signatory
A nts of ratification and instr Y the signator)
:hg:sde'{:;@[_ed with the [ Depostrens] and instruments of accession shall

. This Convention shall entcr”in.' :

: : shs : to foree ¢ A 7 1 i
o ontion - (3 3‘1 (‘:Et after the deposit of instru-
& For States whose instr i o vy

= Subw, ; Ise instr ume]_lts of ratification or accession are de-
sequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it %'im]]

. 1 .Lll e f L} C
- . ] (G [0] 10 Ie }Uslt Of thf_‘l] ]_ll‘itl l"]l(.-n.ts Of Iﬁtl

The [Depositary] s i
g positary | shall promptly inform all signatory and acced-

i
tates of t i i
iment of 1.{35[;{1:3;? of each signature, the date of deposit of each in-
808 this Con lon or of accession and the date of the entrv int
'Conventi?::t:]m’l]n;]d of the receipt of other notices g S
L 1all be registered by the o T
10 . g < by the [Depo , .
. 20f the Charter of the United Natic[ng positary] pursuant

i
ARTICLE XVII

eéntio; D .

e ‘;sf i\}'ll{:it?jghs}l? Russian, French, Spanish, Arabic

 the [Depﬁa:i fi Ltlf' (_llf[ III;I]I v m_:thlezltic_, shall be deposited in

& transmitteq 1y ﬂ‘:n- uly certified copies of the Conven-

and acceding Stzztes,[l) epositary] to the governments of




