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Note From the U.S. Permanent Representative to the United
Nations (Kirkpatrick) to the U.N. Secretary-General: Use

of Chemical Weapons in Laos, Kampuchea, and Atghan-
istan, September 15, 1981 '

The Permanent Representative of the United States of America presents
her compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the
honour to inform him that the United States has obtained significant new
information pertaining to the use of lethal chemical weapons in the conflicts
in Laos, Kampuchea and Afghanistan. In accordance with resolution
35/144 C, the United States therefore requests that this information be pro-
vided to the United Nations Group of Experts to Investigate Reports on the
Alleged Use of Chemical Weapons.

For several years, the United States has been concerned about reports that
lethal and incapacitating chemical weapons are being used in the conflicts in
Laos and Kampuchea and, since the Soviet invasion in December 1979, in
Afghanistan. As a result of this concern, the United States has actively
endeavoured, as have other concerned members of the international com-
munity, to obtain information which might enable us to ascertain the facts
pertaining to these reports.

Since 1979, the United States has been reviewing and carefully analysing
information and evidence obtained relating to alleged chemical attacks in
these regions. We now believe we have information which will answer some
of the questions raised by the reports.

Many of the reports contained in the United States submission of 27
March 1981 to the Secretary-General describe attacks in which planes or
helicopters have flown over an area and dispersed a cloud which settled to
the ground, causing people in the immediate area to become gravely ill or
die. The attacks normally occurred on clear days, after any morning mist or
ground fog had lifted; attacks typically have not been reported to have oc-
curred during the rainy season.

Reports about exposure to the cloud describe bizarre effects which, in
rapid sequence, caused dizziness, nausea, coughing of blood-tinged
material, choking, vomiting of massive amounts of blood, bloody diarrhea,
formation of multiple small hard blisters, followed by shock and death in
those directly under the sprays. For those on the periphery of the attacks or
who ate or drank contaminated food, or water, symptoms took longer to
develop (days, rather than minutes to hours) and usually led to death within
two weeks if no treatment were given.

Over the past several years, a number of medical doctors concerned
about this problem have travelled to South-East Asia to obtain information.

They have visited the borders in question, interviewed and examined refu-
gees, reviewed medical records and public health data and have spoken
directly with eyewitnesses to incidents in both Laos and Kampuchea.
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Members of the United States Congress who are deeply concerned about
this problem have visited the region to learn more about the reports as well.
Whether they were medical doctors, concerned legislators, private citizens,
refugee centre personnel or journalists, those who have actually interviewed
eyewitnesses and victims of chemical attacks believe the accounts they were
told are the truth.

United States experts have studied and evaluated the symptoms described
in these reports in an effort to form a judgement about what agent or agents
might have caused such effects. The conclusion reached was that no known
traditional chemical warfare agent alone or in combination with others
could produce all of the symptoms described or cause death to occur as
rapidly as has been reported.

Recent analysis of a leaf and stem sample from the area of a reported
chemical attack in Kampuchea has revealed the presence of substances
which are not traditional chemical warfare agents, but which cause the
specific symptoms and effects which have been described. Specifically, tests
on the sample identified abnormally high levels of three potent mycotoxins
of the trichothecene group: nivalenol, deoxynivalenol, and T-2 toxin.
Levels of deoxynivalenol and nivalenol detected were up to 20 times greater
than that reported to occur as a result of natural intoxication. A report on
the tests is annexed to this letter.

Symptoms associated with trichothecene poisoning include the rapid
onset of vomiting, multiple hemorrhaging of mucous membranes, bloody
diarrhea and severe itching or tingling of the skin with formation of multi-
ple small hard blisters. All of the trichothecenes produce similar symptoms;
however, there are some differences in the degree of severity: nivalenol and
deoxynivalenol produce fewer skin irritative effects than T-2: nivalenol is a
slightly stronger hemorrhagic than either deoxynivalenol or T-2; deoxy-
nivalenol (also known as vomitoxin) causes very severe vomiting.

Trichothecenes are naturally produced by fusarium fungi and do not
occur naturally in warm climates. They are chemically quite stable and can
easily be produced in large quantities by those with the proper technological
capability. The facilities needed to produce mycotoxins are similar to those
which produce pharmaceutical grade antibiotics. We have no evidence that
such facilities exist in South-East Asia in sufficient numbers or sizes to pro-
duce the quantities of mycotoxins or “yellow powder” which have reported-
ly been used in the region. ‘

The United States believes that, in the light of this new information, in-
creased effort must be made to visit the regions where chemical attacks are
being reported. The United States urges the group of experts to take steps
immediately to visit refugee camps and the areas of reported attacks in the
regions in question to obtain testimony first hand from eyewitnesses and
victims of attacks, medical personnel and officials of refugee organizations
and any other evidence available. In addition, the utmost effort should be
made to contact and obtain testimony from the many victims and
eyewitnesses who have departed from the refugee camps and started new
lives elsewhere.,
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The United States will continue to co-operate fully with the Secretary-
General and the Group of Experts and will do its utmost to provide any fur-
ther appropriate assistance which might facilitate their task.

The Permanent Representative of the United States of America requests
that this note and its annex be circulated as an official document of the
General Assembly under item 42 of the provisional agenda.

ANNEX

SamPLE ANALYsIS REPORT

Chemical analysis of a leaf and stem sample obtained near the
Thai/Kampuchea border, from an area of a reported chemical attack in
Kampuchea, has revealed the presence of abnormally high levels of
trichothecene toxins.

The sample from Kampuchea (coded Sample A), a positive control sam-
ple to which T2 toxin had been added (coded Sample B), and a negative
control sample (coded Sample C) were forwarded to a leading mycotoxin
detection expert for analysis. The researcher was given no information con-
cerning the origin or content of the samples, but was requested to analyze
the three unknowns, labeled only A, B and C, for the presence of
trichothecene toxins.

The method of analysis was a ferric gel procedure followed by selected
ion monitoring on computerized gas chromatograph/mass spectrometer
(Hewlett-Packard 5985B).

No trichothecenes were detected in the negative control sample (Sample
C). T2 toxin was correctly detected in the spiked positive control sample
(Sample B). Sample from area of reported chemical attack in Kampuchea
(Sample A) was found to contain nivalenol, deoxynivalenol, and T2 toxin.

These three compounds are potent mycotoxins of the trichothecene
group. Levels of deoxynivalenol and nivalenol detected were up to twenty
times greater than that reported to occur when vegetation is naturally con-
taminated by trichothecene toxins. According to the mycotoxin expert,
such high levels are extremely unlikely to occur as a result of natural intoxi-
cation.

Symptoms associated with trichothecene poisoning include rapid onset of
vomiting, multiple hemorrhage of mucous membranes, bloody diarrhea,
and severe itching or tingling of skin with formation of multiple small hard
blisters. All of the trichothecenes produce similar symptoms; however,
there are some differences in the degree of severity: nivalenol and deox-
ynivalenol have fewer skin irritative effects than T2; nivalenol is a slightly

stronger hemorrhagic; deoxynivalenol (also known as vomitoxin) causes
very severe vomiting.
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Interview of FRG Chancellor Schmidt: Peace and Disarma-
ment in Europe [Extract], September 21, 1981"

L] L] L] ° L] . -

Question. Mr. Chancellor, being situated at the borderline of a divided
Europe, Austrians naturally worry more about the future of this continent
than may be usual in other continents. Up to now, Europe has been spared a
new confrontation and the two big powers now want to negotiate again
with one another. Nevertheless, distrust on both sides is extraordinarily
great. How do you assess the current East-West situation against the
background of the very serious and scarcely calculable situation in Poland?

Answer. You are right. In the past few years, trust has not grown either in
Washington or in Moscow and, consequently, the Europeans’ trust has not
grown either. My country, my government belong to those world factors
which very much urge both sides to have talks. We belong to the West,
through the common Atlantic alliance, through the European Community.
We want to belong to the West. We do not want to give up these ties. But
relying on this firm anchorage, we certainly do also talk with the Soviet
Union. We explain to the Soviet Union that it is also in its own long term in-
terests for East and West to talk with one another, to listen to one another,
to negotiate with one another and, through a joint decision, to reduce ar-
maments. It is nonsense that in the Soviet Union, in America, everywhere in
the world such large parts of the social product are used for armaments and
for maintaining highly expensive armed forces. Military equilibrium can
also be maintained at a lower level if one agrees on that and if the sides
mutually control each other.

Question. In Austria, too, there is strong interest in the sometimes heated
discussion about the so-called NATO complementary armament, which the
West is willing to renounce if the Soviet Union restores an approximate
equilibrium by correcting its lead in armaments. That is the so-called zero
option that is so much talked about at present —how likely is it? Can one
hope for it?

Answer. It is not the most likely thing to happen but for God's sake it
must not be precluded —it would be ideal if the Soviet Union were to scrap
all its SS-20 missiles and Backfire bombers aimed at Europe. Then there
would be no need for counterbalancing measures in the West. Incidentally, I
should like to tone down a little your somewhat overdramatized description
of the debate in the West: There are some who clamor and shout very loud-
ly but there are others who know very well what they are doing and who
confine themselves to staying calm and reasonable, thus contributing
toward preserving calmness and composure not only among the Germans
but all Europeans. There is absolutely no reason to get excited.

! Vienna Domestic Service in German, Sept. 21, 1981; FBIS Daily Report, Sept. 23, 1981,
vol. VII, pp. J1-]2. The interview was conducted by Paul Schulmeister in Bonn. The portion
printed here is all of that that appeared in FBIS.




